
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Apaches are back on the grid-
iron under second year head coach Joey Rivera 
and looking to improve upon last season’s 4-6 
record (2-3 in District 12-4A-2).

Rivera and the Apaches began their prepara-
tions for the new season after a disappointing 
season finale in 2022 against Giddings that elimi-
nated them from the postseason contention. 

“Preparations were under way from the time 
we walked off the field after that disappointing 
loss against Giddings last year,” Rivera said. “Fi-
nally to get a full offseason with the most of our 
staff intact and stuff, it was very helpful.

“Our kids competed well in basketball; we have 
multiple sport athletes in basketball, baseball 
and track and then having a good summer 
turnout this year at our summer strength and 
conditioning has been very big and it’s just been 
continuous.” 

Rivera compared year one to year two, and he 
said the difference is the continuity of his staff 
from last year and the new staff that are bringing 
in tons of experience. 

“We’ve got a lot of coaching going on during 
our individual deals, and you see that individual 
coaching translate when it comes into group 
work and team. And you can see that tremen-
dously. I think that’s going to be a huge point 
internally as a staff with us,” Rivera said.

 The 21-14 loss to Giddings has been a motiva-
tor for the Apaches and Rivera said his players 
knew they were very close to making the playoffs.

“I think they saw the disappointment because 
they knew that they could have done more. And 
that’s probably always a huge disappointment 
when something ends and you’re like, ‘Man, we 
probably could have done more to prevent this 
from happening.’ And I think they don’t want 
to let that happen this year. so that’s been a big 
motivation for us,” Rivera said. 

The Apaches graduated 22 seniors last season 
and the team has been working on replacing 
those key contributors.

Rivera said they have to fill in losses at quarter-
back, running back and middle linebacker this 
season. 

The Apaches will be running the spread offense 
and the 3-4 defense for the second year under 
Rivera.

Rivera will enter the season as the second-
longest tenured head coach in the district despite 
it being only his second season at Gonzales. 

Caldwell, La Grange and Giddings all will 
have new head coaches in the district. Gonzales, 
Cuero and Smithville will return their coaches 
this year.

Despite new coaches in the district, Rivera said 
it still is going to be a competitive district.

Cuero is still the team to beat in the district 
who everyone is trying to chase, including the 
Apaches, Rivera said.

“The two, three, and four 
spot I think are really up for 
grabs and we’re not leaving 
that one spot out of picture. 
We know where we want to 
be, and we know our ulti-
mate goals. And we have one 
of the best measuring sticks 
in the state of Texas to mea-
sure ourselves up against,” Rivera said. 

The Apaches have Cedar Creek, Pleasanton, La 
Vernia, and Yoakum as their non-district opponents.

The seniors this season have been stepping up 
since they were juniors, Rivera said, and add they 
know what they need to do. 

“Devonte Smith has been an unquestioned 
leader of being here every day. Raf Rodriguez on 
the offensive line is another one, we look at our 
attendance chart. Those guys probably hadn’t 
missed more than twice here since we walked off 
the field [last season],” Rivera said.

Rivera mentioned Hayden Lopez, Rocky Gal-
legos, Cameron Leal, TJ Riojas, Weston Ruddock 
and Blake Wright as other key senior leaders of 
the 2023 team.

The biggest strengths of the 2023 Apaches 
looking forward is the offensive line, and Rivera 
said the only position they have to fill is the right 
tackle with four starters returning for this year. 

Landon Harlow, Hayden Lopez, Jacob Clack 
and Rafael Rodriguez will be the returning start-
ers from last year, and Rivera is looking forward 
to those who are competing for open spots.

“I’m so excited about that offensive line group 
and our skill kids — they’re good. We’ve got a 
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## NNaammee CCllaassss ## NNaammee CCllaassss

0 Jermane Upshaw 11 20 Kaden Deleon 12
1 David Clack III 10 21 Rocky Gallegos 12
2 Weston Ruddock 12 22 Blake Wright 12
3 Daevien Pitts 10 42 Luciano Sirilo 12
4 Kamren Leal 12 50 Hayden Lopez 12
5 Brandon Dubose 10 51 Dylan Hunt 11
6 TJ Riojas 12 55 Rafael Rodriguez 12
7 Isaac Gonzales 11 56 Landon Holub 12
8 Dakota Dubose 12 58 Nate Nichols 12
9 Cole Duty 12 59 Riley Hood 12
11 Davonte Smith 12 60 Gary Lewis 10
12 Travis Malveaux III 10 64 Kevin Veliz 11
13 Sebastian Gallegos 11 65 Drew Pennington 12
14 Brandon Duenez 9 68 Jaydon Lampkin 11
15 River VanKirk 11 71 Adrian Orta 11
16 Alan Orduna 12 72 Jacob Clack 12
18 Jessiah Barr 12 74 Gustavo Rodriguez 10
19 John Izaguirre 11 79 Omar Borjon 11

CCooaacchhiinngg  SSttaaffff SSuuppppoorrtt  SSttaaffff

AAtthhlleettiicc  DDiirreeccttoorr//HHeeaadd  FFoooottbbaallll::  JJoosseepphh  RRiivveerraa  SSuuppeerriinntteennddeenntt::  DDrr..  EEllmmeerr  AAeevveelllleennaaddaa

AAsssstt..  HHeeaadd  CCooaacchh::  GGaarrrryy  BBeevveerriiddggee PPrriinncciippaall::  JJoonn  BBaasshhaa

DDeeffeennssiivvee  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr::  KKeeiitthh  CCuubbiitt BBaanndd  DDiirreeccttoorr::  RRaammoonn  PPaarrkkeerr

OOffffeennssiivvee  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr::  DDaavviidd  TTaannnnrreeuutthheerr AAtthhlleettiicc  TTrraaiinneerrss::  JJeerreemmyy  PPhhiilliippss  &&  SSccootttt  ZZiimmmmeerrmmaann
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CChhaarrlleess  HHaarrrriiss,,  SSaauull  HHiinnoojjoossaa,,  MMiittcchheellll  WWiinncchheesstteerr,,  DDyyllaann  

CCaannttuu,,  AAlleexx  MMaattaanniicc,,  JJeerreemmiiaahh  LLooppeezz,,  BBuurrttrraamm  KKnniigghhtt IIssaabbeellllaa  GGuueerrrraa,,  JJeessllyynnnn  VViiggiill,,  DDaakkoottaa  NNaavveejjaarr,,  MMiiddaayyaa  
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KKaarryymmee  LLooeerraa,,  LLuuhhaannaa  WWeellllss,,  AAddaalliinnaa  MMoorreennooJJuunniioorr  HHiigghh  SSttaaffff::  DDiilllloonn  KKaalliinnaa,,  SShheeaa  SSeeiipp,,  JJaaccoobb  CCuueellllaarrSee APACHES, page B3
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WAELDER

Date Time Opponent Location Special Notes

Aug 12 8:00 AM @ Victoria Victoria Riverside Park Park in the Riverside Stadium 
Parking lot

Aug 19 8:00 AM @ Yoakum Yoakum Golf Course

Aug 31 5:00 PM @ Schulenburg Schulenburg Sports Complex

Sep 9 8:00 AM @ Seguin Seguin - Starke Park Hosted by NB Canyon High 
School

Sep 16 9:00 AM @ Corpus Christi TAMUCC Islander Splash

Sep 23 8:00 AM vs Gonzales JB Wells

Sep 30 8:00 AM @ Seguin Seguin - Starke Park Hosted by Seguin High School

Oct 11 8:00 AM @ District Seguin High School District hosted by LV 

Gonzales High School - Cross Country (C) Varsity

Apaches

2023/2024

Date Time Opponent Location Special Notes

Aug 11 TBA vs Beeville Apache Field Scrimmage-Peaunt Butter 
Bowl

Aug 17 TBA vs Poteet Apache Field Scrimmage- Laundry Bowl

Aug 25 7:00 PM @ Cedar Creek Bastrop Memorial Stadium

Sep 1 7:00 PM vs La Vernia Apache Field Youth Appreciation Night

Sep 8 7:00 PM @ Marion Marion High School

Sep 15 7:00 PM @ Pleasanton Pleasanton High School

Sep 22 7:00 PM vs Yoakum Apache Field First Responder Night

Oct 6 7:30 PM vs Caldwell Apache Field Homecoming

Oct 13 7:30 PM vs Cuero Apache Field Cancer Awareness

Oct 20 7:30 PM @ Smithville Smithville High School

Oct 27 7:30 PM vs La Grange Apache Field Senior Night

Nov 3 7:30 PM @ Giddings

Gonzales High School - Football (M) Varsity

Apaches

2023/2024

Date Time Opponent Location Special Notes

Aug 23 4:00 PM @ Somerset Somerset High School

Aug 30 4:00 PM @ Navarro Navarro High School

Sep 13 4:00 PM @ Pleasanton Pleasanton High School

Sep 20 4:00 PM @ Floresville Floresville High School

Sep 27 4:00 PM @ Karnes City Karnes City High School

Oct 4 4:00 PM @ LaVernia La Vernia High School

Gonzales High School - Tennis (C) Varsity

Apaches

2023/2024

Date Time Opponent Location Special Notes

Aug 4 TBA @ Flatonia Scrimmage Flatonia High School

Aug 5 3:00 PM vs Alumni Game Apache Gymnasium 

Aug 8 TBA @ Yoakum/Shiner Dual

Aug 11 TBA @ Shiner Tournament Tourney dates are 8/11 - 8/12

Aug 15 6:30 PM @ Smithville Smithville High School

Aug 17 TBA @ Schulenburg Tournament Schulenburg Sports Complex Tourney dates are 8/17 - 8/19

Aug 22 6:30 PM @ Hallettsville Halletsville High School

Aug 24 TBA @ Cuero Tournament Cuero High School Tourney dates are 8/24 - 8/26

Aug 29 6:00 PM @ Edna

Sep 1 4:30 PM vs Weimer Apache Gymnasium 

Sep 5 6:00 PM vs Bloomington Apache Gymnasium JH Night

Sep 8 6:30 PM @ LaVernia La Vernia High School

Sep 12 6:30 PM @ SA Fox Tech SA Fox Tech

Sep 15 7:30 PM @ SAYWL SA Fox Tech

Sep 19 6:30 PM vs SA Memorial Apache Gymnasium 

Sep 22 6:30 PM @ SA Kennedy

Sep 26 6:30 PM vs Cuero Apache Gymnasium 

Sep 29 TBA vs BYE

Oct 3 6:30 PM vs LaVernia Apache Gymnasium 

Oct 6 5:30 PM vs SA Fox Tech Apache Gymnasium 

Oct 10 6:30 PM vs SAYWL Apache Gymnasium Parent Night

Oct 13 7:30 PM @ SA Memorial

Gonzales High School - Volleyball (F) Varsity

Lady Apaches

2023/2024

GONZALES

DATE SPONSOR PLACE DIVISION
Aug. 20 Kenedy Inv. Kenedy, Texas HS/MS
Sept. 3 S.A. FEAST Inv. San Antonio, Texas HS/MS

 
Sept. 10 Moulton Inv. Moulton, Texas HS & MS
Sept. 17 Shiner Inv. Shiner, Texas HS & MS
Oct. 1 Poth Inv. Poth, Texas HS & MS

Oct. DISTRICT TBA HS & MS
Oct.            REGIONAL TBA HS
Nov. STATE TBA HS

2022 MUSTANG CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE

SUPERINTENDENT: JEFF VANAUKEN
PRINCIPAL: JIM WEAVER

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR: CARLTON McKINNEY
HEAD COACH: TBA

Nixon-Smiley Mustang Varsity Football Schedule
2023-2024

DATE DAY OPPONENT SITE TIME
8/10 Thursday Shiner St. Paul (scrimmage) Nixon 6:00 pm
8/17 Thursday Kenedy (scrimmage) Kenedy 6:00 pm
8/25 Friday SA Christian - Parents Night Nixon 7:30 pm
9/1 Friday Three Rivers Three Rivers 7:30 pm
9/8 Friday Flatonia Flatonia 7:30 pm
9/15 Friday Wallis Brazos Nixon 7:30 pm
9/22 Friday *Comfort Nixon 7:30 pm
9/29 Friday *Karnes City Karnes City 7:30 pm
10/6 Friday *Dilley - Homecoming Nixon 7:30 pm
10/13 Friday *Poth Poth 7:30 pm
10/20 Friday *SA West Campus - Senior Night Nixon 7:30 pm
10/27 Friday OPEN
11/3 Friday *Natalia Natalia 7:30 pm

Junior Varsity Football Schedule
8/10 Thursday Shiner St. Paul (scrimmage) Nixon 5:00 pm
8/17 Thursday Kenedy (scrimmage) Kenedy 5:00 pm
8/24 Thursday SA Christian SA Christian 5:00 pm
8/31 Thursday Three Rivers Nixon 5:00 pm
9/7 Thursday Flatonia Nixon 5:00 pm
9/14 Thursday Wallis Brazos Wallis Brazos 5:30 pm
9/21 Thursday *Comfort Comfort 5:30 pm
9/28 Thursday *Karnes City Nixon 5:30 pm
10/5 Thursday *Dilley Dilley 5:30 pm
10/12 Thursday *Poth Nixon 5:30 pm
10/19 Thursday *SA West Campus SA West Campus 5:30 pm
10/26 Thursday OPEN
11/2 Thursday *Natalia Nixon 5:30 pm

Middle School Football Schedule

Superintendent: Jeff VanAuken Principal: Maria Jimenez
Athletic Director: Carlton McKinney Head Football Coach: Troy Moses

9/7 Thursday Flatonia Flatonia 5:00/6:15 pm
9/14 Thursday Halletsville Nixon 5:00/6:15 pm
9/21 Thursday * Comfort Nixon 5:00/6:15 pm
9/28 Thursday * Karnes City Karnes City 5:00/6:15 pm
10/5 Thursday * Dilley Nixon 5:00/6:15 pm
10/12 Thursday *Poth Poth 5:00/6:15 pm
10/19 Thursday OPEN
10/26 Thursday Goliad Nixon 5:00/6:15 pm
11/2 Thursday *Natalia Natalia 5:00/6:15 pm

                                Lady Mustang Volleyball Schedule 
2023 

 
   

      DATE                  OPPONENT          LOCATION               TIMES       TEAMS 
 08/04  Cuero Scrimage  Cuero  TBD  F/JV/V 
 08/08  Yorktown  Nixon  6/7 pm JV/V 
 08/10-08/12  Yorktown Tournament  Yorktown  TBD V 
 08/15  Falls City  Falls City  5/6/7 pm F/JV/V 
 08/18 -08/19  Nixon-Smiley Tournament  Nixon  TBD V 
 08/22  Stockdale  Nixon  5/6/7 pm F/JV/V 
 08/24-08/26  Cuero Tournament  Cuero  TBD V 
 08/29  Yoakum  Yoakum  5/6/7 pm F/JV/V 
 09/01  OPEN    
 09/05  Shiner  Nixon  5/6/7 pm F/JV/V 
 09/08  Marion  Marion  5/6/7 pm V/JV/F 
 09/12  Cole  Cole  5/6/7 pm F/JV/V 
 09/15  Monte Vista  Nixon  5/6 pm V/JV 
 09/19  OPEN    
 09/22  Northern Oaks  Nixon  5/6/7 pm V/JV/F 
 09/26  Luling  Luling  5/6/7 pm F/JV/V 
 09/29  Randolph  Nixon  5/6/7 pm V/JV/F 
 10/03  Marion (Pink Out)  Nixon  5/6/7 pm F/JV/V 
 10/06  Cole (Homecoming)  Nixon  5/6/7 pm V/JV/F 
 10/10  Monte Vista  Monte Vista  5/6 pm JV/V 
 10/13  OPEN    
 10/17  Northern Oaks  Northern Oaks  5/6/7 pm F/JV/V 
 10/20   Luling (Parents Night)  Nixon  5/6/7 pm V/JV/F 
 10/24  Randolph  Randolph  5/6/7 pm F/JV/V 

 
 Head Coach: Lorraine Yates 

Superintendent: Jeff Van Auken 
Athletic Director: Carlton McKinney 

   Principal:  Maria Jimenez 

NIXON-SMILEY

APACHES

WILDCATS

MUSTANGS
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Insurance Agency

830-672-9581

826 Sarah DeWitt Drive • Gonzales, TX  78629

Seguin 

Insurance Agency

830-379-2588

1025 East Court St. • Seguin, TX  78155

Commercial & Personal

For All Your Insurance Needs

Established in 1926           www.JDCOins.com

Antiques – Collectibles – Vintage-Primitive
Shabby Chic – Gifts – Home Décor

Linda Brown, Owner  •  830-857-1313

Peach Creek Antiques
627 St. Paul St.

Gonzales, Tx 78629
830-203-5276

WishiNgWishiNg
All TeaMsAll TeaMs
A WiNNiNgA WiNNiNg

SeasON!SeasON!

HAVE AN
OUTSTANDING  

SEASON!
LINDEMANN

FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer • Weed Spraying
Feed Tubs • Liquid Feed

Agricultural Supplies

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION

830-437-2269

New coach hopes to guide Lady Apaches to playoff berth
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady Apaches 
volleyball team is back with a new 
but familiar face on the sidelines 
for the 2023 season. 

The Lady Apaches will have a 
new head volleyball coach for this 
season in Jillian Gonzales; Gonza-
les was the Gonzales Junior High 
School volleyball coach and is 
very familiar with the players.

“I’ve been coaching here at the 
junior high for nine years, so I’ve 
coached all of these girls, I know 
them, I know their family and 
other parents. For some of them, 
I’m coaching their siblings now,” 
Gonzales said. 

Coach Gonzales has seen many 
players go through the volleyball 
program at the junior high school 
and she said everything is falling 
back into place with getting to 
know players again at the high 
school level.

“We never lost touch. I always 
went to their games and tried 
to support them as much as I 
can, but yeah it’s fun going back 
to them and getting to be their 
coach again,” Gonzales said. 

As the first year as the head 
coach the Lady Apaches, Gonza-
les said the biggest strength she 
has seen from the 2023 squad are 

the seniors: Macy Sample, Kelly 
Breitschopf, Mallory Clack, Tara 
Lester, Hannah Avant, Sam Baker 
and Sidney McCray. 

Gonzales has coached these 
seniors since the fifth grade with 
club volleyball with the Gonzales 
Revolution and she said the big 
strength is them knowing each 
other. 

“Volleyball is a game of com-
munication. They communicate 
well with each other, so that’s a 
big strength that we have,” Gonza-
les said. 

When it comes to communica-
tion, the senior Lady Apaches will 

work on that with the underclass-
men this season, Gonzales said. 

The Lady Apaches will have 
height this season with Isabella 
Ikard, Clack, Baker and Les-
ter, and Gonzales said that’s a 
strength, too, with speed to go 
with that. 

Gonzales talked about her 
seniors and how they’ll set the 
example for the younger players 
and the future Lady Apaches vol-
leyball players, leaving a legacy in 
the program.

“Them being leaders on the 
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#14 Mallory 
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“ I went to the games last year. They are a 
scrappy district, they don’t let balls hit 

the floor without hitting the floor first and 
they’re quick. We’re preparing for that.”

—Coach Jillian Gonzales

FOOTBALL 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

good crop of skill kids. 
It’s just the ones that are 
really good on offense at 
the same exact school be-
cause they’re really good 
on defense. So you know, 
you’re going to see a lot 
of skill guys. Really a lot 
of our team go both ways 
this year — more than we 
had last year,” Rivera said. 

One of the main things 
Rivera is concerned for 
this year is the depth on 
team, and he said if one 
injury occurs, it becomes 
a domino effect. 

“It’s something we’re 
paying attention to. And 
as coaches, as we go 
through practices, I told 

our coaches, you know, 
we can’t burn the steak 
too early. And we don’t 
want to burn the steak at 
all,” Rivera said. 

“So we’re watching the 
way we practice, watch-
ing some of the things in 
the drills we’re doing in 
our approach to practice, 
the length of our practices 
and the understanding 
that yes, we’ve got to get in 
shape to play both ways, 
but we’ve also got to peak 
at the right time,” Rivera 
added. 

Rivera’s expectations 
are the same as last year 
— to not host Thanksgiv-
ing dinner, but have prac-

tice on Thanksgiving.
“If you’re practicing 

during that Thanksgiving 
week, there’s a handful of 
teams left in the state of 
Texas and you’re one of 
them. So that’s always the 
expectation and the goal. 
But I expect our kids to just 
be strong workers and do 
well in the classroom and 
in our community. And 
doing things throughout 
the season that make the 
Gonzales community 
proud,” Rivera said. 

The Apaches won their 
season opener against 
Cedar Creek, and will 
host the La Vernia Bears 
this Friday, Sept. 1. 

2023 Gonzales Apaches
Junior Varsity Football

## NNaammee CCllaassss ## NNaammee CCllaassss

1 Dallas Navejar 10 34 Aiden McFaden 10

2 Deandre Francis 11 40 Christopher Cortez 11

3 Bill Greathouse 10 50 Gary Lewis III 10

6 Alex Cantu 10 55 Isaiah Balderas 10

8 Colt Robinson 10 56 10

10 Jadyn Gonzalez 10 58 Daniel Guzman 11

11 Hector Reyna 11 61 Kevin Veliz 11

22 Gabriel Moseley 10 62 Jayden Balderas 10

23 Carlos Almaguer 10 63 Marcus Lampkin 10

24 Christian Jurek 10 65 Dylan Rodriguez 11

25 Marcus Izaguirre 10 68 Jaydon Lampkin 11

33 Wyatt Withers 10 71 Pablo Torres 10
CCooaacchhiinngg  SSttaaffff SSuuppppoorrtt  SSttaaffff

HHeeaadd  JJVV��  CChhaarrlleess  HHaarrrriiss

DDeeffeennssiivvee  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr::  CChhaarrlleess  HHaarrrriiss

OOffffeennssiivvee  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr::  AAlleexx  MMaattaanniicc

DDeeffeennssiivvee  SSttaaffff::  

OOffffeennssiivvee  SSttaaffff::  

Not pictured:
#2 Jordyn 

Gonzales FR

#7 Alaina Valle 
FR

See VOLLEYBALL, page B8
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David Shelton
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Wishing all schools theWishing all schools the
Best Sports Season!Best Sports Season!

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Raising the Bar
Mustangs building from success
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs 
shocked the district and the prog-
nosticators last season with a sec-
ond place finish in district behind 
state runner-up Poth. 

The Mustangs are looking to raise 
the bar from last year’s success un-
der year three of the Troy Moses era. 

“We had a great first week of 
practice! We’ve had a great turn out 
and the kids are motivated to ‘Raise 
the Bar!’ That’s our team motto 
this year, we’re looking to raise the 
standard here in Nixon and make 
winning the standard, not some-
thing that happens every few years,” 
Moses said. 

Moses is determined to build 
upon the success from last season 
when the Mustangs rang up a 5-1 
district record with their lone loss 
against Poth on Homecoming. 

“We are determined to make that 
the standard. Our students got a 
little taste of success last season and 
we are looking for more,” Moses 
said. 

The Mustangs will be filling in key 

positions in tailback, halfback, free 
safety and outside linebacker with 
split players Bradyn Martinez and 
George Rodriguez having graduated 
in May.

Moses said they have several ath-
letes that can replace those players 
from last year, and he added it won’t 
be just one person filling those posi-
tions, but a team effort. 

The Mustangs will be running 
the slot-T offense for the third year 
under Moses, and he knows his 
players, especially his offensive line, 
have been working to improve since 
day one. 

“Just as any system, getting ‘Big-
ger, Stronger, Faster’ is the key. 
With it being year three and having 
several three year starters back, that 
puts us way ahead of where we’ve 
been. We have a good understand-
ing of the offense now and that gives 
us the ability to open it up and do 
more with it.” Moses said. 

Nixon-Smiley and Poth will have 
targets on their backs being the only 
teams in District 15-3A-2 who went 
past the second round, and Moses 
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SR

5 AJ 
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JR
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Espino SOPH
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63 Derek 
Maldonado SR

64 Carlos 
Carlos JR

65 Jose 
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66 Gracen 
Martin SOPH

70 Gavio 
Moreno 
SOPH

75 Noah 
Jenks JR

8 Nick 
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9 John Garza 
JR

14 Garret 
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2 Luke Moses 
SR

20 Eric 
Rodriguez FR
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JR
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Amaya SOPH
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Dixon SR

12 Angel 
Estrada JR

13 Ceasar 
Vazquez JR

See MUSTANGS, page B5
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GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON!

830-672-6518 • Fax 830-672-6368
agency@loganinstx.com • 516 St. Paul, Gonzales, TX
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906 St. Paul • Gonzales • 830-672-3232

Good LuckGood Luck
for afor a

SuccessfulSuccessful
Season!Season!

“Proudly Serving the Gonzales Area for Over 100 years”

We are here to serve your family
when you need help the most.

SEYDLER-HILL
FUNERAL HOME

Good Luck
Apaches!

We have two locations in Gonzales and 
Hallettsville to serve all of your fertilizer and 
spraying needs. We offer dry bulk fertilizer, 
custom applications and free soil testing.

Contact the
Ehrig Brothers Ag Team

to ¿nd out how we
can help today.

Morgan Mills

830-857-4086830-857-4086830-857-4086

knows this district will be tough. 
“I think it’s going to be very competi-

tive, just as it was last year.  Poth has 
earned the title ‘King of the Hill’ and 
until someone can knock them off, they 
will remain there, but the rest of the 
district is up for grabs,” Moses said. 

Moses is looking forward to his team’s 
defense being the main strength for the 
2023 Mustangs, and he said they’ll have 

their best 11 players on the field and will 
rely on them to win games.

One of the weaknesses this year’s 
team is working on is figuring out what 
works for this group of athletes this 
season, Moses said. 

“Every year is different, and the key 
is getting the right combination on the 
field to be successful.” Moses added. 

Moses expectations for the 2023 

Nixon-Smiley Mustangs is winning 
championships this season.

“We expect to win championships 
every year and that’s our goal this year.  
‘Raise the Bar!’  Our mission it to make 
winning championships the standard at 

Nixon-Smiley,” Moses said. 
The Mustangs kicked off their season 

last Friday at home with a loss to San 
Antonio Christian, and will travel to 
Three Rivers Friday, Sept. 1 for their first 
road game.

MUSTANGS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Nixon-Smiley Lady 
Mustangs have returned to the 
volleyball court for the 2023 
season. 

The Lady Mustangs are look-
ing to rebound from their early 
playoff exit to state semifinal-
ist Columbus and improve on 
their fourth-place finish last 
season. 

Nixon-Smiley head volleyball 
coach Loraine Yates said 
this year’s team has a “solid 
foundation” that they can 
build upon this season, and 
she added she has expressed 
to the team the importance of 
focusing on the fundamentals 
of volleyball.

“With only four returners, 
I have had the challenge of 
working our newcomers into 
the rotation and finding the 
best fit for our team. We have a 
very talented group. This year’s 
team will be a little more ver-
satile on the front row,” Yates 
said.

The Lady Mustangs will have 
four starters returning from last 
season and three of them are 
seniors. 

Seniors Kendall Amaya and 

Ariel Villanueva are this year’s 
captains of the team, and 
Yates knows they’ll be help-
ing with the new faces on the 
team. 

“They know what it takes to 
be successful and are pushing 
the newcomers to reach their 
potential.  They have been 
encouraging while also holding 
their teammates accountable,” 
Yates said. 

Marion and Randolph were 
the top two teams in District 
26-3A last season, and Yates 

expects district to be competi-
tive.

“Marion and Randolph 
were the top two teams in our 
district last year, so I’m antici-
pating battling it out with them 
each time we meet in district,” 
Yates said. 

Yates said the biggest 
strength on this year’s team is 
the “depth and versatility” on 
the bench. 

 “I can trust any player on our 
team to be ready to go in at a 
moment’s notice.  Many of our 

players are capable of play-
ing multiple positions.” Yates 
added. 

Yates said she and her team 
have been working on team 
chemistry, especially with the 
new faces on the team.

“Team chemistry off the 
court is great, and I love the 
bond that these young ladies 
have with one another.” Yates 
said. 

The Lady Mustangs’ expec-
tations for the 2023 season is 
to go out and compete all the 

time, Yates said. 
“My expectation is that our 

team goes into district play 
with the mindset of being a 
contender for one of the top 
spots.  I’m excited to see what 
all this team can accomplish 
this year,” Yates said. 

The Nixon-Smiley Lady 
Mustangs completed their 
tournament season and took 
on Yoakum Tuesday, Aug. 29 
and will travel to Three Rivers 
Friday, Sept. 1 to take on the 
Lady Bulldogs.

Lady Mustangs want to extend playoff streak under Yates
#15 Nichole 

Ivey (Sr)
#12 Kendall 
Amaya (Sr)

#10 Ariel 
Villanueva (Sr)

#8 Jaylee 
Bustos (Sr)

#7 Kyleigh 
McKissack 

(Sr)

#6 Brooke 
Crisp (Jr)

#5 Sadie 
Walden (So)

#4 Gracie 
Gomez (Fr)

#3 Emily 
Granados (Jr)

#2 Hailee 
Houseton (Jr)

#11 Janaelyn 
White (Jr)
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BYK USA Inc.
1212 Church Street • Gonzales, Texas 78629

830-672-1972 • www.byk.com

GOOD LUCK
TO OUR

APACHES!

Let's Go,Let's Go,
Apaches!Apaches!

830-672-1554 + “Y” @ 183 & 97 + Gonzales

(Across from JB Wells Park)

101 S. Liberty Ave.  |  Nixon, TX
830-582-1551

NOW HIRING

Good Luck
for a

Great Season!

2023-2024 WAELDER VOLLEYBALL TEAM

Above: (From left) Jalissiah Thompson, Dallas Chavez, 
Julissa Martinez.
Below: Senior Jalissiah Thompson cheers on her team
Bottom left: Beautiful backset by Luz Ramos.
Top left: Block by Aerrieona McKnight.

CONTRIBUTED/WAELDER ISD
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Let’s Go

APACHES!
Guadalupe Valley
Veterinary Clinic

Bryan Glass, DVM   |   Kenneth Gottwald, DVM
Hannah Wilson, DVM

OFFICE AND EMERGENCY
830-672-8676

2004 Church St. • Gonzales, Tx 78629

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com
FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

GO APACHES!

2023-2024 SHINER ST. PAUL VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM
Front row L to R: Junior High Helpers - Jude Boedeker, Jericho Jackson, Dylan Russell, Kash McNabb, Levi Morkovsky, Elijah Rodriguez, and Gabe 
Werner. 2nd row L to R: Evan Rother, Andrew Nunez, Jack Ehrig, Michael DeSarro, Ezekiel Basquez, Jack Leonard, Donnie Jones, Eldison Lekgegaj, 
Wyatt Matura, Rylan Jalufka, Jacob Arriola, and Gus Collins. 3rd row L to R: Cody Malinovsky, Carter Chilek, Holden Jacobs, Tate Anders, Sam Perez, 
Blaine Humes, Alex Brown, Zane Barta, Brodey Biehunko, Jackson Seibert, Joseph Peters, Nate Boedeker, and Nathan Timmons. Back row L to R: 
Head football coach Mike Jackson, Coach Ryan Geiger, Wyatt Siegel, Gabe Darilek, Charlie Pilat, Carter Novak, Gage Anders, Zeke Rodriguez, Coach 
Jake Wachsmuth, Athletic Trainer Ron Johnson, and Coach Charlie Meischen

Jackson returns to Shiner St. Paul sidelines as head coach
First stint brought 
Cardinals state title in 1992
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

A familiar face is returning to the side-
lines of the Shiner St. Paul Cardinals for 
the 2023 football season.

Head football coach Mike Jackson 
returns to where his coaching career 
began with the Cardinals as he hopes to 
generate the same results he had when 
he last coached there 31 years ago.

Jackson has a record of 212-114-4 as 
a head football coach for both private 
and public schools (without ever having 
been an assistant coach). His public 

school record is 169-100 over 25 sea-
sons, while his private school record is 
an impressive 43-14-4 over five years.

Jackson coached the St. Paul Cardi-
nals for two seasons, going 14-8-1 and 
winning the TAPPS Class A football title 
in 1992 and winning state titles in girls 
basketball and softball for the Lady Car-
dinals; he would go on to win back-to-

back championships with two different 
schools in football as he then guided 
St. Pius X in Houston to the 1993 state 
championship in TAPPS Class Super 3A.

In a 30-year coaching career, Jackson 
has led four different schools (St. Paul, 
St. Pius X, Charlotte and La Marque) to 
the fourth round of the state playoffs in 
public and private school competition.

The resume 
includes 
21 playoff 
appearances, a 
Greater Houston 
Area Coaches 
Association 
Hall of Honor 
inductee (2017), 
16 assistant 
coaches who 
accepted head coaching jobs and 
three players that joined the National 
Football League. He also worked for 
two years as a principal between his 
Charlotte and Chavez coaching gigs.

Jackson and his wife of 20 years, 
Tracey, have three children: Mariah 
(11th grade), Jericho (7th grade) and 
Maverick (first grade).

MIKE JACKSON’S COACHING HISTORY
St. Paul (Shiner) 14-8-1 (2 Seasons) TAPPS 1A  State Championship 1992
St. Pius X (Houston) 29-6-3 (3 Seasons) TAPPS 3A State Championship 1993
Robstown 4-14 (2 Seasons) UIL 4A
Charlotte 33-12 (4 Seasons) UIL 2A Region IV Finals 1999
Chavez 39-35  (7 Seasons) UIL 6A
La Marque 64-23 (7 Seasons) UIL 5A Region III Finals 2011
Grand Oaks 29-16 (5 Seasons) UIL 6A Mike Jackson
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2023-2024 SHINER ST. PAUL VARSITY VOLLEYBALL TEAM
From left are Kristin Cerny, Riley Mozisek, Dallyn Pesek, Emily Moeller, Maurin Knesek, Stefany Pokluda, Faith 
Machart, Tori Walker, Emily Stamport, Samantha Moeller, Avery Pesek, and Skylar Mozisek.

VOLLEYBALL 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B3

court and kind of showing the 
rest of the program how to run 
whenever they are gone. Just 
hold that legacy and make an 
impact on the programming … 
Leave something better than 
how you found it,” Gonzales 
said. 

The Lady Apaches are in 
District 28-4A for volleyball 
and their opponents in district 
will be Cuero, Young Women’s 
Leadership Academy, Fox Tech, 
JFK, La Vernia and San Antonio 
Memorial. 

Coach Gonzales got a chance 

to see those teams last year 
when watching the varsity play. 

“I went to the games last year. 
They are a scrappy district, 
they don’t let balls hit the 
floor without hitting the floor 
first and they’re quick. We’re 
preparing for that.” Gonzales 
said.

Coach Gonzales’s expecta-
tion for the 2023 season is for 
the team make the playoffs; the 
Lady Apaches got eliminated in 
the first round and Gonzales is 
looking to go further than last 
year.

“We want to go a step farther 
and not just make the playoffs. 
We want to go in a little bit 
deeper. Our goal is also just 
to not go in as a fourth place 
team, and go in a little bit 
higher than that, so that we can 
face some compatible compe-
tition and get a good playoff 
run,” Gonzales said. 

The Lady Apaches will host 
Weimar for their first home 
match of the season Friday, 
Sept. 1 and travel to La Vernia 
Friday Sept. 8 for the district 
opener.
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